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After exponential growth in fiscal year 2020-2021, we were committed to continuing the
momentum in fiscal year 2021-2022. We knew that to achieve this we had to dedicate a significant
amount of time and attention to review and align the overall Mission, Vision and Values of the
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation (DCAF). With the addition of 3 new Board Members in 2021, we
leveraged the enthusiasm and dedication of the entire Board who met several times in person,
and virtually, to review and revise the guiding principles of the DCAF. I am pleased to share with
you the results of that work:

Mission
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation is committed to collaborating with the community to
enable equal opportunities for children, youth, and families, so that they may reach their
full potential.

Vision
Every child or youth, regardless of circumstances, has the resources and support to reach
their full potential.

Values (AIRIS)
        Accountability - We work transparently with all stakeholders exercising our fiduciary 
        responsibility to maximize the impact for those we serve.

        Integrity - We hold ourselves to the highest standards. We honour the trust and 
        confidentiality that is bestowed upon us.

        Respect - We treat others with care, compassion, and fairness.

        Inclusivity - We celebrate diversity and believe our differences strengthen, elevate, and 
        enrich our community. 

        Stewardship - We are committed to being leaders in the charitable sector. We owe this 
        dedication and enthusiasm to our donors and the community we serve.

Tag Lines
No Child Shall be Left Behind     
No Youth Shall be Left Behind    
No Family Shall be Left Behind

2020/2021 IN REVIEW – A Year of Growth and Change
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July 2021:  We held our inaugural Rings of Hope Drive Through event – it raised over $5K and
served as an opportunity to dip our toes into the live event realm once again following the
pandemic. 
September 2021: In an unprecedented move – Royal Ashburn Golf Club cancelled our annual
Fore the Future Golf Tournament due to rain. However, the Foundation still raised $55K for
the Bursary Program. 
December 2021: The Pandemic Heroes awarded the National Caring Partner Award to
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation at an awards ceremony in Toronto. 
December 2021: We assisted more than 1000 children and youth through the Holiday Hope
campaign. The entire team pulled together to execute this important and demanding
initiative. The campaign was bolstered by a remarkable donation totaling $160,000 from
General Motors of Canada, via employee donations and the national GM Dealer VIN001
Contest.
January 2022: Bursary Bonus cheques were issued to youth attending post-secondary
education to help them through the hardships associated with the pandemic.

DACF continues to work closely with the dedicated team at Durham Children’s Aid Society
and other community organizations.

Despite the challenges and uncertainty that the COVID-19 pandemic created for the residents of
Durham Region, DCAF provided revenues and gifts totally over $850,000 to support programs
like the Bursary Program, Technology, Mentoring for Success, Holiday Hope, and a new Family
Assistance Fund amongst others. 

This achievement and success were only possible with the support from our community
partners and donors.

The Foundation had some memorable moments this year:

Durham CAF President and Board Chair,
Christine Pickard, receiving the Pandemic
Heroes award for "National Caring
Partner".
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The vital team at DCAF has tremendous intrinsic motivation. Inspired by the
work that they do and the positive difference they are making in real-life,
sometimes unfathomable, situations keep them moving forward with
enthusiasm and sincerity. 

Moving Forward

In 2022/23 with the support and guidance of the Innovation and Growth Sub-Committee, DCAF
is focused on nurturing existing relationships with community leaders and donors while seeking
out new influencers to drive the MVV of DCAF in Durham Region and beyond. With the support of
several Board of Trustees, and Friends of the Foundation, we are dedicating time and effort to
strengthening our relationship with various cultural groups, and working to create a more inclusive
team that continues to be reflective of the diverse society in which we live and love. We know that
to make an impactful difference we need to have a thoughtful and relevant plan to get us there.
The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Sub-Committee is working diligently to create that path
forward. The Human Resources Sub-Committee is working on a number of initiatives this year,
including developing formal Policies and Procedures, as well as being mindful that succession
planning for all staffing positions is essential in helping to sustain the long-term vision of DCAF.
Finally, as we bid farewell, to board trustee, Tom Batchellor (4 years) and Josiah St. John (2 years),
there is also an opportunity to add two new Board Trustees to the team. Both men have been
influential in moving the Foundation forward, and we are most grateful for their time, expertise
and energy.

Yours sincerely,

Christine Pickard
Chair, Board of Trustees

Dennis Ullman
Executive Director
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Durham CAF President and
Board Chair, Christine Pickard
and Durham CAF Executive
Director, Dennis Ullman at a
local community event 



Financial Overview

Audited financial statements available upon request
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Comments from Recipients who received support from DCAF

Dear DCAF:    

There is a certain feeling you get when someone you have no idea existed, steps up and blesses
you with the opportunity to help change lives for the better. You could say I had that ten-fold
when I found out I was receiving the bursary provided by DCAF. It feels as if you have believed in
me my whole life, which feels amazing. I cannot begin to express to you how grateful I am for
receiving this and I cannot wait to put it into use and begin to empower kids of all ages. I would
like to formally thank you for blessing me with this bursary as it not only will help fuel my college
studies, but it will allow me to take some of the financial burden away and really let me focus on
what I need to do to help change lives for the better. Thank you again for such a beautiful act of
generosity, selflessness and love. 

Sincerely, 

DCAF Recipient

Dear Durham Children’s Aid Foundation,

I’m going into my fourth year at the University of Guelph. I study International Development and
hope to one day reform prisons or work for a non-for-profit, but who knows where this journey
will take me. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to sincerely thank-you for the scholarship that you have given
me and the chance you have taken in order to help me in my education. As I have aged out of the
system, I am now financially independent and any funds I receive are greatly appreciated and
allow me to enjoy my university experience without having to work full time as well.
It is because of people like you that foster children will beat stigma and have the opportunity to be
successful citizens within society. 

Thank you for changing my life, and taking a chance on a child of the welfare system.

Sincerely, 

DCAF Recipient
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On behalf of all of the families you, and the “Fun-dation” have assisted, thank you, thank you,
thank you. I am so grateful! This is exactly the type of things that assist families in realizing what is
really important in life. You can’t put a price on memories. 

I just want to thank you for the bursary provided to this young man. He is going in to his second of
the three year advance Police Foundation Program at Fanshaw College in London Ontario.
He was so thrilled that he got his money with his late bursary request- (I had let him know there
was no guarantee). He is a hard working young man who is very deserving of this help. 
I took he and his sister out for lunch yesterday and he talked excitedly about the program and
how much he likes it. He is also an avid hockey player and starts his hockey season there on
September 5th. Thank you for this assistance and please feel free to pass on this message of
thanks!

Durham CAS Worker

The mother picked up the tickets and shirts at the office tonight. They are really looking forward to
the game on Sunday. This family has been struggling to stay together, through poverty, serious
adult conflict and substance abuse. Not to mention COVID and its repercussions. The parents
know they need to do better for their daughter. Last night I had a very serious conversation with
them about the need to stop the cycle...about the damage they were doing. They assured me that
they are committed to making changes. The child told me that she wanted to do something with
her parents, outside of the home that was positive. She spoke of having enjoyed an outing with
her dad over the summer. It is so amazing to me that, today, out of the blue, you asked if I knew a  

family that might be interested in the tickets. This is
exactly the thing this family needs…some time together
that does not involve their previous patterns of
behaviour. This is a big deal for them. It is the
opportunity for the parents to show their daughter that
they hear her, and want to do better for her. At worst, it
is an outing for them, at best, it’s the opportunity for
them to re-set/turn the page and start over again fresh.
You never truly know the impact of a simple gesture of
kindness.

Durham CAS Worker, on behalf of family
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2021/22 Board of Trustees

Christine Pickard, Chair/President    
Tom Batchellor, Vice President   
Jaclyn Bannan, Treasurer    
Chantale Johansson, Secretary   

Becky Cameron 
Georgina Love
Josiah St. John
Lori Casselman
Mark Bachman
Patrick Robert
Robert Kiefer
Shauna Bookal     
Uzma Danish 

Staff Resources
Dennis Ullman, Executive Director
Leslie McLean, Manager – Signature Programs & Events
Jacqueline Vieira, Administrative Assistant, Coordinator –
Mentoring for Success
Amanda Nagy, Coordinator Special Events &  Communications
Thamini Subakaran – Co-operative Education Student

Celebrating Our Donors and Supporters 
John & Myrna Daniels Foundation, Children’s Aid Foundation of
Canada, CHUM Charitable Foundation, Unifor, General Motors of
Canada, Ontario Motor Sales, GM Paille Berthierville, Shaganappi
GM, Ajax Mayor’s Gala, Sunspace Sunrooms, Durham Regional
Police Services Board, TD Bank, CGI, Rogers Communications, RBC
Foundation, Green4Good, Tenaquip Foundation, Aviva Canada,
Toronto Star Charities, Sharon’s Kids – raising over $1,000,000.  

Thank you to our many individual service clubs and corporate
supporters. 
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Visit our website  www.durhamcaf.ca to sign up for eNewsletter, DCAF Live or for more
information concerning how you can begin Giving Hope.

Start making a difference today and support by Giving Hope. During the past year over 4000
children, youth and families were being assisted through the generous support of donors like
you. Join the Giving Hope monthly giving program to assist children, youth and families living
in vulnerable family situations. 

Call (905) 433-1551, extension 2379 or email dennis.ullman@durhamcaf.ca 

How can you help?

             

 
 
 
 
 
 

Working together to ensure that:
No Child, Youth or Family Shall Be Left Behind. 

 
 

 Follow DCAF on Social Media @DurhamCAF

Scan to donate!
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