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2020/2021 IN REVIEW – A Year of Growth and Change

The 2020/21 fiscal year proved to be a year of exponential growth and change at Durham Children’s Aid 
Foundation (DCAF). Despite the challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, DCAF provided 
revenues and gifts totalling approximately $1.5M to support the following programs: 

• Bursary Program: The Gift of Education to 45 youth with financial support 
• Mentoring For Success Program: The Gift of Relationship for 20 youth with adult mentorship
• Holiday Hope: The Gift of Hope through more than 550 gift hampers to children, youth and their 

families 
• COVID-19 Relief: Assisted over 4,200 children, youth and families with special assistance related to the 

impacts of COVID-19
• Comfort Care kits and funding for Urgent and Critical Care needs to over 185 children and youth
• Through a new program funded by the CAFC, Positive Transitions for Youth, DCAF assisted over 100 

youth who were Aging Out of Care
• Life Skills and Tutoring funding for Durham CAS programs for children and youth

DCAF would like to acknowledge the many businesses in Durham Region, and beyond, that supported the 
Foundation in 2020-21; with particular gratitude to General Motors Canada, who donated two Corvettes, 
that were subsequently auctioned off raising over $365K. Special thank you to Paul Sadlon Motors for their 
incredible level of support.

DCAF extends a special thank you to Theresa Hughes, who served as Chair, Board of Trustees in 
2020/21. Theresa’s contributions and leadership assisted in guiding the growth of DCAF during the fiscal 
year.

LOOKING FORWARD
With a dedicated team, and a clear vision, DCAF is positioned to 
embrace opportunities for growth and program expansion, in an 
effort to increase the community impact of our programs and 
support, for children and youth in Durham Region. The COVID-19 
pandemic has not dampened the spirit of the DCAF, who set 
ambitious financial goals for 2021-22. DCAF is leveraging the 
momentum from 2020-21 in an effort to meet and exceed these 
targets. DCAF continues to nurture the relationships with our 
supporters, donors and partners by being top of mind through the 
various media and communication channels. DCAF recognizes that 
none of the accomplishments achieved to date would be possible 
without the support and trust from our donors, partners and 
supporters. 

DCAF will continue to grow to meet the needs of children, youth and their families, all the while being an 
active and important member of the Durham Region community. Celebrate by Giving Hope to the future of 
the Durham Children’s Aid Foundation.

Yours Sincerely,

Christine Pickard Dennis Ullman
Chair, Board of Trustees Executive Director



Dear Durham Children’s Aid Foundation,

My name is DCAF Bursary Recipient and I would like to greatly thank you for this opportunity. I am writing 
to express my gratitude for your generous financial support towards my education.
I am truly honoured to be one of the recipients of the 2020-21 Post-Secondary funding.

Attending University has been an amazing new chapter in my life. Although it has been difficult at times, it 
has been a life-changing experience thus far. I am currently in the third year of my studies at York 
University studying Psychology, and I am working towards my Doctorate degree. As a hard-working 
student I will commit to effectively take advantage of the opportunities that the bursary funds will provide 
me in order to continue to reach my academic goals.

Thanks to your generous sponsorship, I am able to continue to pursue my post-secondary education at 
York University. I have worked very hard to reach this far in my academic career, and I am overjoyed to 
have been selected as a recipient for this funding. As we are in the midst of a global pandemic it has been 
difficult for me to find a job and consequently has hindered me from saving towards my post-secondary 
education throughout the course of the summer. Thus, these funds will contribute significantly towards 
my school expenses such as tuition, and books, and will allow me to be able to concentrate on what is 
most important for my education.

Ultimately your financial generosity has inspired me to continue to contribute to my community and help 
others. I also aspire to be a well-rounded individual that one day is able to help other students achieve 
their goals just as you have continued to help me achieve mine. Thank you for enabling me to reach my 
fullest potential and thank you again for your generous support.

Sincerely, 
DCAF Recipient

CELEBRATING OUR DONORS & SUPPORTERS
John & Myrna Daniels Foundation
Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada
Paul Sadlon Motors
CHUM Charitable Foundation
Unifor
General Motors of Canada
Ajax Mayor’s Gala
RBC Capital Markets
United Way of Durham
Durham Community Foundation
RBC Foundation 
Sharon’s Kids over $1,000,000 – Bequest from Sharon Clark. 

…and many individual and corporate supporters.  

OUR MISSION
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation is committed to bringing people 

and financial resources together to improve the quality of life for children and youth, 
and to help them reach their full potential.



COMMENTS FROM RECIPIENTS

When I spoke to my family, she reported that children are extremely happy with their tutor, things are 
going well. Mother also indicated that children are catching up to their class peers. Please extend 
sincere gratitude to DCAF for their support. (DCAS Worker)
I am honored to have received the COVID Relief, Positive Transitions Program Grant. Thank you for this 
opportunity in providing me with a financial burden relief. Thanks to your generous support, I feel that 
I am one step closer to achieving my goals. This grant is very meaningful not only financially, but 
emotionally as well, as it has strengthened my belief in myself. This assistance and support will remove 
a lot of stress and strain from my financial strain. ~ Grant Recipient

I’d like to thank you (DCAF) for taking your time to 
give back to such a community of such hardships. It 
really expresses your positive character and that will 
definitely rub off on a lot of these children, and 
teens. Again, I'd like to thank you from the bottom of 
my heart, as you have helped make my dreams a 
reality. This is a huge deal to me and I'm glad to have 
people like you to help me along the way.
~ DCAS Youth

My family loves it. The children definitely needed the extra support, as they were behind grade level 
when they started and with the support of tutoring (during a time when for this family virtual learning 
was the only option), it has helped them immensely. ~DCAS Worker
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2020/21 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Theresa Hughes, Chair/President Bukky Ojo
Tom Batchellor, Vice President Georgina Love
Clyde Catton / Jaclyn Bannan, Treasurer Christine Pickard
Chantale Johansson, Secretary Mark Bachman
Jake Wiebe, Past-President Josiah St. John
Robert Kiefer Shauna Bookal
Sajjad Hussain 

STAFF RESOURCES

Dennis Ullman: Executive Director

Leslie McLean: Manager – Signature Programs and Events

Jacqueline Vieira: Administrative Assistant

Co-ordinator, Mentoring for Success

Cynthia Lagden: Special Projects Assistant

Meghan Tetford, Amanda Nagy: Durham College Co-op Students

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Visit our website  www.durhamcaf.ca to sign up for newsletter, DCAF Live 
or for more information concerning how you can begin Giving Hope.

Start making a difference today and support by Giving Hope.  During the 
past year over 4200 children, youth and families were being assisted 
through the generous support of donors like you. Join the Giving Hope 
monthly giving program to assist children, youth and families living in 
vulnerable situations.  

Call 905.433.1551, Ext. 2379 or email dennis.ullman@durhamcaf.ca

Working together to ensure that No Child Shall Be Left Behind.

SCAN TO DONATE

Follow DCAF on Social Media @DurhamCAF

CLICK TO DONATE
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