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Fiscal 2020 proved to be another successful year for the Foundation with revenues totalling approximately 
$718,000 which were used to support the following programs: 

• provided 45 youth with financial support through the Post-Secondary Bursary Program. 

• provided over 10 youth with adult mentorship.

• provided over 500 gift hampers to children youth and their families through the Holiday Hope  
     Program.

• assisted sending 350 children to attend summer camp.

• provided back pack care kits and funding for urgent and critical needs to over 300 children and  
     youth.

• funded the Durham CAS cooking program for youth.

The Foundation is thankful to General Motors who donated a truck from the Oshawa assembly facility 
which was raffled off to GM employees raising $117,000 for the Foundation.  

2020 also brought significant change to the Foundation’s leadership with Dennis Ullman joining as 
Executive Director just as the COVID-19 pandemic began to impact the lives of Durham’s at-risk children, 
youth and their families. Dennis successful redirected the Foundation’s focus to assist these families to 
cope with unexpected food shortages and technology needs.

Looking Forward

The future for DCAF provides many opportunities for growth and program expansion.  The Foundation 
launched ambitious financial goals for the new year and to date we are well on the way to surpassing 
these goals, despite the impacts of COVID-19. A website revision, increased promotional activities, 
hiring of additional staff, introduction of new programs and innovative fund raising are just a few of the 
accomplishments so far in 2020.

None of these accomplishments would 
be possible without the support of 
our donors. DCAF continues to grow 
to meet the needs of children, youth 
and their families. This growth is only 
possible because of you and your 
support. Celebrate by Giving Hope to 
the future of the Durham Children’s Aid 
Foundation.
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Yours sincerely,

Jake Wiebe 
Chair, Board of Trustees
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Saying good-bye to two dedicated supporters and volunteers

Martin Smith passed away in April 2020, and an Endowment Fund in memory of Martin has been established 
in support of the Post-Secondary Bursary Program. Martin always ensured there was support for food 
vouchers and gift cards for Holiday Hope.

Holiday Hope will not be the same in future, as we were saddened with the news of the passing of Sharon 
Clark in April. DCAF is committed to keeping the support of Sharon’s Kids a vibrant part of Holiday Hope. 
Condolences are extended to the Smith and Clark families. 

There is a certain feeling you get when someone you 
have no idea existed, steps up and blesses you with the 
opportunity to help change lives for the better. 

You could say I had that ten-fold when I found out I was 
receiving the bursary provided by DCAF. It feels as if you 
have believed in me my whole life, which feels amazing. 

I cannot begin to express to you how grateful I am for 
receiving this and I cannot wait to put it into use and 
begin to empower kids of all ages. 

I would like to formally thank you for blessing me with 
this bursary as it not only will help fuel my college 
studies, but it will allow me to take some of the financial 
burden away and really let me focus on what I need to 
do to help change lives for the better. 

Thank you again for such a beautiful act of generosity, 
selflessness and love.

Sincerely, 
DCAF Support Recipient

Special Thanks to our Funders 

John and Myrna Daniels Foundation

Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada

OMERS Foundation

CHUM Charitable Foundation

General Motors of Canada

Toronto Star Fresh Air Fund

Ajax Mayor’s Gala 

...and many more individual and 
corporate supporters.  
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Letter received from a family supported 
by Durham CAS and DCAF

Our CAS worker has been the most amazing 
source of support and assistance… she stands 
out as the one who really made us feel as 
though she was truly invested in our family 
and truly cares about us all. Understanding 
a very unique situation with our children 
during learning from home, she advocated 
for a laptop for our son to be able to do his 
school work on and the fact that DCAF was 
able to provide that to our family, is a blessing 
we never expected. We are so grateful for 
that support, I don’t think anyone could 
understand, and we do not have enough 
words to thank you. 
We were also blessed to receive a delivery 
of food while being quarantined at home 
and again, we are so grateful. With both 
parents in our home not working, and being so uncertain about how we will 
manage, this was a huge help to our family. We cannot say enough about 
the support we have received from Durham CAS and DCAF during this very 
difficult time.

Audited Financial Statements 
available upon request.

Financial Overview 



How can you Help?
Visit our website at www.durhamcaf.ca to sign-up for enewsletter, DCAF Live or for 

more information concerning how you can start Giving Hope. 

DCAF offers a monthly giving program to assist in supporting over 2500 children, 
youth and families living in vulnerable situations.  

Start making a difference today and support by Giving Hope. 

Call 905.433.1551, Ext 2379 or email dennis.ullman@durhamcaf.ca 

Mission
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation is committed to bringing people and 
financial resources together to improve the quality of life for children 

and youth, and to help them reach their full potential.

Staff Resources

Dennis Ullman, Executive Director
Leslie McLean, Manager – Signature Programs

2019/20 Board of Trustees

Jake Wiebe, Chair/President  Jaclyn Bannan  
Mark Bachman, Vice President Tom Batchellor  
Clyde Catton, Treasurer  Theresa Hughes
Chantale Johansson, Secretary Georgina Love
     Christine Pickard

Follow us on social media @DurhamCAF


